Western armies winning victories on shoes, horses, and mules worse tha
McCiellan had. For days the cities of Louisville and Cincinnati telegraphe
Lincoln for help, for troops to save them from Bragg's army. But Brag
found it hard going in Kentucky, and he turned southward with his arii^
At Perryville, Bragg collided with the Union army under Buell. The slope
were strewn with thousands of dead and wounded as Bragg moved furthe
south.
In the Deep South, down in Mississippi, a Confederate army tried to tak
Corinth, a railroad and supply point. They were beaten off, losing 7000 i
dead and wounded as against 2000 Union losses. Lincoln telegraphed Grant
'I congratulate you and all concerned/
Three weeks had gone by since Antietam. Yet McCiellan stayed north, c
the Potomac with 100,000 men while Lee not far off in Virginia was recruit
ing his army from conscripts called up by the Richmond Government.
Lincoln had called General Henry W. Halleck from the West to serve a
General in Chief of all land forces. He was forty-seven years old, a Ne-v
York boy, a West Pointer, an engineer with artillery in the Mexican Wai
He not only understood army regulations but could write them. Twelv
lectures at Harvard on the science of war were for Halleck merely intro
ductory. He wrote a book justifying war, telling how it should be carrie<
on. He helped occupy California and organize it as a Territory, was lieutenan
governor, and wrote most of the State constitution. Resigning in 1854, h<
went into law; when the war opened in *6i he was head of the leading lav
firm of San Francisco and major-general of the State militia. On the word o
General Scott that Halleck had extraordinary military talent Lincoln ap-
pointed him a major-general. He took over the Department of Missour
when Fremont stepped out. In St. Louis those who liked him nicknamec
him 'Old Brains'. His department got results, whether it was his work or hi
management or the rising genius of Grant and Sherman.
After Shiloh he had taken the field, replacing Grant, heading 100,000 met
against the Confederate 50,000 at Corinth. Outnumbering the enemy twc
to one, Halleck had advanced with pick and shovel, entrenching, bridge-
building, road-making. After six weeks he had arrived at Corinth when th<
enemy had slipped out and was fifty miles away again. He had reported thi;
to Washington as a victory. Yet he had proved an efficient administrator a
St. Louis, and Nicolay and Hay wrote of him: 'He was a thinker and not j
worker; his proper place was in the military study and not in the camp. Nc
other soldier in the field equalled him in the technical and theoretical acquire-
ments of his profession.* Welles in his diary noted Halleck as given to over-
pretence and too often 'scratching his elbows'.
McCiellan now "complained again about lacking horses and Lincoln tele-